
arteries of the
Australian environment

rivers

Tasmania has a reputation 

for producing some of the finest 

and cleanest wool in the world.

Helping wool growers determine the

best ways of integrating conservation

management into sustainable grazing

systems is the focus of this unique

research project.

The five-year project is a partnership

between the wool industry’s Land,

Water & Wool (LWW) initiative, 

the Department of Primary Industries,

Water and Environment (DPIWE) and

the University of Tasmania. It will

investigate the:

1. management of native vegetation in

regions used for growing wool; and

2. impact of different management

practices and land uses on the

health of rivers.
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Tasmanian wool 
– natural landscapes, natural fibres 

research project: MIDLANDS TASMANIA

The Tasmanian project comprises two linked projects, IInntteeggrraattiinngg  BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  wwiitthh

SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  GGrraazziinngg  SSyysstteemmss and SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  SShheeeepp  GGrraazziinngg  SSyysstteemmss  ffoorr  RRiippaarriiaann

LLaannddssccaappeess. The project aims to take a ‘ridgetop to river’ approach on how wool

growers may better manage the natural areas on their properties.  This strategy

recognises that many parts of the landscape are linked and that an integrated

approach to management is more effective than a fragmented one.

TThhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  aaiimmss  ttoo::

• ddeevveelloopp strategies for improving river health by trialing a range of

management techniques;

• mmoonniittoorr the impact of a range of grazing management systems on different

types of grazing runs such as ridges, slopes, gullies, flats and rivers;

• iiddeennttiiffyy how wool growers can integrate the conservation of native pastures,

bush, riparian land and wetlands into their existing farm management plans;

• ddeetteerrmmiinnee the costs and benefits of changing management practices; 

• ddeevveelloopp a vision for the future for the region and for the wool industry. Issues

might include increased wool quality, development of niche wool markets

and industry accreditation; and

• ccaappiittaalliissee on Tasmania’s international reputation for fine fibres and its

unique natural values.
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Land, Water & Wool (LWW) is a joint investment

between the wool industry’s peak research and

development body, Australian Wool Innovation Limited,

and the nation’s premier investor in natural resource

management research; Land & Water Australia.

RRiivveerr  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  aanndd  WWaatteerr  QQuuaalliittyy

is one of eight Land, Water & Wool programs:

The others are:

Benchmarking and Evaluation

Sustainable Grazing on Saline Land (SGSL)

Native Vegetation and Biodiversity

Managing climate variability

Managing pastoral country

Future woolscapes

Sustainable Grazing Systems Harvest Year

Photo courtesy of DPIWE, Tasmania



arteries of the Australian environment

KKeeyy  oouuttccoommeess  ffoorr  wwooooll  ggrroowweerrss

• IImmpprroovveedd understanding of the impact of grazing systems on conservation.

• BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy landscape mapping, including an inventory of native

grasslands, grassy woodlands and riparian lands within the project area.

• AAccttiivvee, informative network of wool growers in Northern Midlands with key

stakeholder involvement in workshops, focus groups etc.

• BBeesstt practice guidelines for managing native vegetation to enhance and

protect biodiversity and productivity.

• SSttrraatteeggiieess to help the wool industry to improve wool quality, develop niche

wool markets and industry accreditation.

• GGrreeaatteerr protection of lowland grassy ecosystems and quality native

vegetation in upland areas.

• PPrrootteeccttiioonn of healthy riparian land and other freshwater environments such

as wetlands.

• RReehhaabbiilliittaattiioonn of degraded landscapes including vegetation and control of

woody weeds.

rivers

For further information contact: 

Sustainable Sheep Grazing Systems
for Riparian Landscapes:

Biz Nicolson

‘Bonney Plains’

PO Box 117 

Conara TAS 7211

Tel: (03) 6384 2165

Email: bnicolson@tassie.net.au

Mike Askey Doran

Department of Primary Industries,

Water and Environment (DPIWE)

GPO Box 44

Hobart TAS 7001

Tel: (03) 6233 6168

Email: Michael.Askey-Doran@dpiwe.tas.gov.au

Order other Fact sheets about 

Land, Water & Wool Rivers Projects:

• Improving water quality to benefit 

wool production PF 030 329

• Preventing erosion to maximise wool

production PF 030 530

To order by telephone

Freecall 1800 776 616 or telephone (02) 6293 8383.

Order online

lwa@canprint.com.au

Search our online catalogue at www.lwa.gov.au

and follow the link to ‘Our Products’, where you

can either order online or print an order form.

or post to 

CanPrint Communications 

PO Box 7456 

Canberra MC

ACT 2610 

Look for other relevant fact sheets on

river and riparian restoration at:

www.rivers.gov.au

• Managing riparian land

• Streambank stability

• Improving water quality

• Maintaining in-stream life

• Managing stock

• Managing woody debris in rivers

• Inland rivers and floodplains

• Planning for river restoration

• River flows and blue-green algae

• Managing phosphorus in catchments

Visit us on-line at

www.landwaterwool.gov.au
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TThhee  ssttuuddyy  aarreeaa  

Tasmania’s wool

producing country

includes the Midlands,

Derwent Valley and

East Coast regions. 

A number of these areas

have some of Tasmania’s

most unique plants

and animals.

All of these regions

contain significant

natural values with 

a high proportion 

of threatened species 

and communities. 

The National Land 

and Water Resources

Biodiversity Report

2002 has identified the

Midlands as a hotspot

for biodiversity loss.

fast facts
on Tasmania’s wool country

Native country grazed: 

500,000ha
Range of environments:
grasslands, woodlands, forests,
rivers, wetlands, marshes

Annual rainfall: 

450-900mm
Fine woolgrowers: 

900

project partners:

Hobart

Derwent R.

Oatlands

Bothwell

Devonport

Ross

Launceston
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